Birds of Illawarra (what about the robins?) by Davis, Joseph
74 October lllawarra Historical Society Inc. 
enduring the rigour~ of teaching in Throsh\ Smith'~ barn in the lR)Os. 
Ill~ Bulletin re:1ders will also be ple;t-;ed to sec tlw our 0\\ n late Peter Doyle is credited 
w1th much or the research on the Daris family's Wollongong origins. 
The sh1pbuilding imcrcst of the Scmce family at Huskisson and ~owra will also he of 
inrercst ro South Coast readers. 
Perhaps the best tesumom to the hook's strengths is that 1 purchased it purely for refer-
L'ncc :llld found tlut within little more than a week I'd read cn.~l} page. 
This book seems to me to he at the interface of local and family history. lt has also kept 
me quire dim in trying 10 unrarelthe centripetal and centrifugal forces inrolred in \\Tir-
ing histol}" "hilh is so specialist that 1t transforms itself 1mo a kind of writing \\'hich is not 
quire loc;ll and not quite general. 
lf) ou'rc .1 fa mil) historian thinking about writing up your'' ork and you want to see a dif-
ferent direction in '' hich )Our research can take you, then this lx>Ok is highly recom-
mended. 
Joseph Davis 
BIRDS OF ILIAWARRA 
(\\'hat about the Robms?) 
Janu:u~· 1697 marked the first recorded European sighting of a black swan- hy Willem de  
Vlamingh who arrived off the coast of \VA and explored and named Rottnest Island and 
the Swan Rirer. 
Fittingh. 1997- the .~OOth annirersaf) of this sighting- has been one of the best years for 
Black s,, .tns on Lake Jllawarra in living memOf)'. 
I don't much enjo) ru'ihing ofT to \\"Ork, but as I drove past the Lake last week a flock of 
more th:m 100 S\\'ans suddenly all took ofT together heading west along the lake and it 
truly'' as a s1ght to behold. 
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So ignorant of birds am I that 1 had not realised that black swans are white on the under-
side of their wings and the sight of that many large birds lifting off together is remarkable. 
It certainly made my day. Today (23/9/97), there seemed to be hundreds of little black 
cygnets cloning the lake as l drove by. 
These spectacular sights have also got me to thinking about the immense changes that 
have occurred in my little section of the northern suburbs in relation to birds. 
Even as recently as the mid 1970s, I had never seen a white cockatoo or galah in Thirroul. 
Today bmh are exceedingly common. 
The mythology is that they moved tO the coast with the drought of the early 1980s and 
decided ro stay. 
\X'ith all the yuppies moving to Thirroul, nurturing their gardens and plaming lots of flow-
ering Australian species - most noticeable since electrification of the railway in 1986 -
these human refugees from Sydney have also brought other migrams to the town. 
Rainlx)\\ lorikccts arc almost as common as sulphur-crested cockics these days. The 
beautiful green of the larger King parrots and marvellous red and blue of rosellas arc cur-
rently far more common th:m at an~ time I can remember in the past 30 years. Previously, 
l on!) e\·er saw them when a red-berry tree of whose name I am tgnoranr briefly prm.id-
cd something for them to nibble on. They are still not common in my backyard but its no 
longer just a bcrf) -season visit. 
And, of course, the Indian :.tynahs and starlings arc now as common as spatTO\\S (\\ho 
:.tre getting slight!} less common) in m} backyard. Pee-\vees too, while not uncommon, 
m lO be less frequent visitors than they once were. 
And in the last month, there has been an invasion of large numbers of magpies- and e\ en 
the odd bULcherbird • something that I can never recall before at all. One or two, yes, but 
not whole families. 
There are definitely more birds in suburban Thirroul than at anytime since the t0\\11 
became a suburb. 
BuL all this profusion has perhaps had a cost. 
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EH·n thou~h 1\c nc,er had much interest in btrds- dc.-;pttc the t:1ct that house I'm cur-
l cmh· li' ing m t next dotH. to'' here I ~rew up) once h.1d a resiuem frogrnourh owl unc.lcr-
nt-;nh - there·~ -;omcrhing missing from my garden. 
Tht· pr11nc nrnitholo~ical 10~ of m~ childhood ''a:-. to -;ec the dazzling :1zure of a superh 
hlut'-\\T('Il :md its grc.:\ m:nc dancing - .1s in the q Dennis poem - on m~ la\\ n. \'e,·er 
common \\:Is this jo~. bur I ha,·cn'r -;L'cn :t pair ti)r sumc t\\'0 years now. 
I le:1r rim :tllthis other hirdlifc has forced them out. 
\c:trh all the nt'\\comers .m.: rclaureh large in comp:.1rison to the tin~' delicacy of sude 
hnuncing cre:.1rurcs. tlnrcnng from 1:1\\ n to raked pile of !cares to lowly branch. Anclthc 
'' rens m.1y not ha\'(.' just gone else'' here· there may now he few pl.JCcs for them LOgo in 
the ne\\ world bird nrder of suburban Thirroul. 
The pressure 1s l'\ en being I cit b\ the \\illy·\\ ag tails: the only other bird 1 know'' ho can 
tbnce so well as the superb-blue \\Ten. 
\\.:lg-t:ub .1rc nO\\ rare in my back~ ard too. but ha'e not entire!~' ranishcd like the" rcns. 
\mazingly. the on!) place I regularly sec them nm' arc right on the beach -dancing on 
the sand next to a cliff cren morning as I walk m~ dog. I cannm e'er remember seeing 
such birds right on the beach before and guess that things must be tough for them to 
choose such a location as home. 
The rainbm\ lorikeets go close- there's some in a tree not a hundred metres from high 
title. But l\ c never seen an~ other non-seabird, e,·cn \\ ithin Coo-ce of a crashing w:m:. e 
I ha,·e no idea\\ hat is happening but I think the small Australian species- our \\Tens and 
robins may well become exceedingly uncommon \\ithin a rcry short space of time. 
I'd love to know the views of some informed birdwatcher, rather than a very casual and 
no\ icc bird watcher like myself. 
joseph Davis 
